Compliments to Dr. Chan for reporting a rare cause of pyramidal eminence fixing the stapes superstructure. 1 The anomaly may be considered an extreme form of eminence-stapes variations, the most common of which is variation in the length of the exposed stapedius tendon.
N. Wendell Todd Jr., MD, MPH Emory University School of Medicine Atlanta

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Response:
I would like to thank Dr. Todd for his interest and compliments on my previously published article in ENT Journal. 1 As indicated in his letter, variation in the length of the exposed stapedius tendon is common, although ossification of the stapedius tendon is an extreme variation, as we reported. Clinically, both ossified and shortened stapedius tendons can cause conductive hearing loss by limiting the movement of the stapes. They can be managed surgically by severing the tendon, thereby providing adequate movement of the stapes. 2 In addition, I deeply appreciate Dr. Todd's outstanding research on the lengths of the exposed stapedius tendons. 3 Surprisingly, lengths of exposed stapedius tendons in clinically normal ears vary widely (0.5 to 1.75 mm), and shorter lengths may predispose to adhesion of an ossicular replacement to the pyramidal process, compromising hearing.
